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27 December-2023: Daily Current Affairs by PrepUPSC 
(The Hindu, PIB, IE and Others)
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A) Indices, Reports, Surveys, Committees and Organisations 

1. National Test House (NTH) (IE) 
Context: To complement government‟s push for electric vehicles (evs), the National Test House (NTH) will set up 

Testing facilities for EV batteries and charging systems at its Mumbai and Kolkata centres. 

Analysis: 

•   The Government Test House (Today known as National Test House) is a 109-year-old government quality assurance 

laboratory that provides material testing facilities for then industry, consumers and government agencies in all domains 

of engineering. 

•  It was created in the year 1912 at Alipore in South Calcutta and now is a subordinate office under the administrative 

control of Department of Consumer Affairs, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution. 

•   It has grown into a laboratory of national importance in the field of testing, quality evaluation and ensure the quality of 

almost all sorts of industrial and consumer products except drugs, arms and ammunition by issuing test certificate in 

accordance with the national / international or customer standard and specification. 

•   It serves as a vital link between industrial research and manufacture of finished products under rigid quality control. 

 

B) Agriculture, Geography, Environment and Biodiversity 

2. Indian Star Tortoise: Characteristics, Habitat and Threats (IE) 
•  Context: Man held for involvement in smuggling of endangered Indian star tortoises in Mumbai. 

 
Analysis  
•  The Indian star tortoise is a threatened tortoise species native to India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka where it 

inhabits dry areas and scrub forest. 
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• Its name comes from the star-like patterns that feature on its high-domed shell.  

o Because of these very distinctive patterns and its highly rounded shell, the Indian star tortoise is popular 

in the world's trade in exotic pets.  

o The attractive markings on its shell, aside from looking very pretty, serve to help this tortoise more 

easily blend in with its surroundings, by breaking up the hard edge of the shell, so when the tortoise is 

grazing, it is not so obvious to predators passing by.  

o The radiating lines on the Indian star tortoise‟s carapace break up the shell shape when it hides amongst 

tufts of grass.  

• These solitary animals do not hibernate, but when it is very dry and hot, or very cold, they stay inactive.  

• Indian star tortoises are mainly herbivores (folivores and frugivores) and mostly eat grasses, herbaceous 

leaves, flowers, and fruit, and sometimes insects, carrion, and dung.  

• Being herbivores in their habitats when abundant Indian star tortoises may act as dispersal agents for various 

plants via consumption of seeds and fruit.  

 

Habitat  

• This species has a high tolerance for habitats that are seasonally wet or dry, many populations inhabiting 

areas with a monsoon or rainy season followed by a long hot and dry period. Sometimes they live in 

agricultural areas. Threats and conservation  

• It is threatened by habitat loss and poaching for the illegal wildlife trade.  

• They are included in Schedule IV under the Wild Life Protection Act 1972.  

o Schedule IV: This list is for species that are not endangered. It includes protected species but the 

penalty for any violation is less compared to the Schedules I and II. 

• It has been listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List.  

• It was upgraded to CITES Appendix I (threatened with extinction) in 2019, giving it the highest level of 

international protection from commercial trade. 

 

C)  Economic Developments: India and World  

3. Types of IPRs: Patent, Industrial Design, Trademark, Trade Secrets, GIs (TH, pg 8) 
• Context: Recently, the Delhi High Court observed that the trademark „Rooh Afza‟ is prima facie a strong 

mark requiring a high degree of protection as it has acquired immense goodwill.  

• It restrained other competitor from manufacturing and selling beverages under the impugned trademark „Dil 

Afza‟.  

 

Analysis: 

What is meant by Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)?  

• Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) are about creations of the mind, they are granted to creators of IP, for 

ideas which are new and original, by the respective governments.  

• No one can use others‟ IPR without their permission.  

• These rights come with limited monopoly and exclusivity. What are the different types of IPR?  

• There are different types of IPR namely, patents, copyrights, trademarks, industrial designs, protection of 

geographical indications (GIs), IC lay-out designs, trade secrets and new plant varieties.  

 

Are IP rights territorial in nature?  

• Yes, IP rights are territorial. It means that an Indian registration is valid only in India.  

• For protection of Intellectual Property in any other country, one has to seek protection separately under the 

relevant law.  

 

Types of IPR in India  
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a) Patent  

• A patent is granted for an invention which is a new product or process involving an inventive step and 

capable of industrial application.  

o “New invention" means the subject matter has not fallen in public domain or that it does not form part 

of the state of the art.  

o Inventive step is the feature(s) of the invention that involves technical advance as compared to the 

existing knowledge or having economic significance or both and that makes the invention not obvious to a 

person skilled in the art.  

• The Indian Patent Office has been recognized as an International Searching Authority and an International 

Preliminary Examining Authority (ISA/IPEA) by World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) under the 

Patent Cooperation Treaty, thus joining an elite group of about 17 countries.  

o It‟s important to remember that WIPO does not actually grant patents per se; the grant or refusal of a 

patent still rests with the relevant national or regional patent office.  

 

What is the term for patent in India?  

• The term of every patent in India is 20 years from the date of filing. 

What is Paris Convention?  

• Under Paris Convention if one applies for registration of patent in any member country, within six months 

from the date of filing of patent application in India, they will have the same priority as in India.  

• India is also a member to this convention. Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)  

• India is a contracting party to PCT that allows the patent applicant to seek patent protection for an invention 

simultaneously in a large number of countries by filing a single “international” patent application instead of 

filing several separate national or regional patent applications.  

 

b) Industrial Design:  
• From the IP point of view, industrial design refers only to the ornamental or overall visual appearance of a 

product. 

• For registration of industrial design, under the Designs Act, 2000 following points must be adhered to:  

o Design should be new or original, not previously published or used in any country before the date of 

application for registration.  

o Design should relate to features of shape, configuration, pattern or ornamentation, composition of lines 

or colours applied to an article.  

o Design should be applied to any article by any industrial process or means whether manual, mechanical, 

chemical, separate or combined.  

o Design should not be linked to any functional aspect of the article.  

 

What cannot be protected by an industrial design?  

o A manufacturing process;  

o Functional features of an article  

o A principle of construction, or how an article is built  

o The materials used in the construction of an article  

o The useful purpose (functionality) the design serves or is intended to serve  

o Colour per se or Ideas What is the duration of the design registration in India?  

• Registration of a design lasts for 10 years from the date of registration which can then be renewed for 

another 5 years.  

• However total term for registration cannot exceed 15 years.  
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c) Trademark  
• A trademark means a mark capable of being represented graphically and which is capable of distinguishing 

the goods or services of one undertaking from those of other undertakings.  

• A trademark can be a sign, words, letters, numbers, drawings, pictures, emblem, colours or combination of 

colours, shape of goods, graphic representation or packaging or sound or any combination of the above as 

applied to goods or services. 

• Though the registration of a trademark is not compulsory, registration is a prima facie proof of the title and 

it gives the registered proprietor an exclusive right to use the trademark and take legal action in case of 

infringement.  

• If a trademark is not registered and if someone not having the right in the trademark uses that trademark, the 

proprietor of the trademark can take the common law action of passing off.  

• The initial registration is valid for a period of 10 years from the date of registration which is renewable for 

the period of every 10 years, for an indefinite period of time. What is a strong trademark?  

• A mark is said to be strong when it is well-known and has acquired a high degree of goodwill.  

• The degree of the protection of any trademark changes with the strength of the mark; the stronger the mark, 

the higher the requirement to protect it. Madrid Protocol  

• India has acceded to the Madrid Protocol which allows applicants to file applications in other countries that 

are members of the Protocol through a simple Form and by payment in one currency.  

• Foreign applicants can also file indicating India as the designated country.  

 

d) Geographical Indication  

• A Geographical Indication (GI) is primarily an agricultural, natural or a manufactured product (handicrafts 

and industrial goods) originating from a definite geographical territory.  

o The manufactured goods should be produced or processed or prepared in that territory.  

• Typically, such a name conveys an assurance of quality and distinctiveness, which is essentially attributable 

to the place of its origin.  

• #LetsTalkIP is a social media campaign to promote Indian GIs.  

• The Cell for IPR Promotions & Management (CIPAM) under the aegis of the Department of Industrial 

Policy Promotion (DIPP), Ministry of Commerce and Industry, has also launched “Gift a GI” campaign to 

help in branding and promotion of registered GI products.  

• The Intellectual Property Appellate Board (IPAB) currently exercises jurisdiction over Trademarks, Patents, 

Geographical Indications and Copyright Cases.  

• The IPAB has its headquarters at Chennai.  

• The Intellectual Property Appellate Board (IPAB) was established by the Central Government under the 

Trademarks Act 1999.  

• A GI registration gives the registered proprietor and authorised users the legal right to the exclusive use of 

the GI, and no unauthorised person can use the tag. What is the benefit of registration of geographical 

indications?  

• It confers legal protection to Geographical Indications in India. 

• Prevents unauthorised use of a Registered Geographical Indication by others  

• It provides legal protection to Indian Geographical Indications which in turn boost exports.  

• It promotes economic prosperity of producers of goods produced in a geographical territory.  

 

Is a registration of a geographical indication compulsory and how does it help the applicant?  

• Registration is not compulsory.  

• Registration affords better legal protection to facilitate an action for infringement. 

• The registered proprietor and authorised users can initiate infringement actions.  
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• The authorised users can exercise the exclusive right to use the geographical indication. How long the 

registration of Geographical Indication is valid?  

• The registration of a geographical indication is valid for a period of 10 years.  

 

Can a registered geographical indication be assigned, transmitted, etc?  
• No. A geographical indication is a public property belonging to the producers of the concerned goods.  

• It shall not be the subject matter of assignment, transmission, licensing, pledge, mortgage or such other 

agreement  

• However, when an authorised user dies, his right devolves on his successor in title. How a geographical 

indication is different from a trade mark?  

• A trade mark is a sign which is used in the course of trade and it distinguishes goods or services of one 

enterprise from those of other enterprises.  

• Whereas a geographical indication is an indication used to identify goods having special characteristics 

originating from a definite geographical territory.  

 

Geographical Spread  

• Karnataka has the highest number of GI-tagged products.  

• However, when geographical area is factored in, Kerala has the highest.  

• Sarees and fabrics have been given the highest number of GI tags, followed by specialised crafts, rice, 

mango etc.  

• While Tamil Nadu has the highest number of handicraft GIs, Maharashtra leads in the number of GI-tagged 

agricultural products. Ministry/Office Administering the Patent, Design, Trademark and GI.  

• Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks, Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion, 

Ministry of Commerce & Industry  

 

e) Copyright  

• Copyright is a right given by the law to creators of literary, dramatic, musical and artistic works and 

producers of cinematograph films and sound recordings. 

• In fact, it is a bundle of rights including, inter alia, rights of reproduction, communication to the public, 

adaptation and translation of the work.  

• There could be slight variations in the composition of the rights depending on the work.  

• Computer Software is considered literary work; hence it is also protectable under copyrights.  

• The Copyright Act, 1957 has been amended in 2012 to bring the Act in conformity with two WIPO internet 

treaties concluded in 1996 namely, the WIPO Copyright Treaty (“WCT”) and WIPO Performances and 

Phonograms Treaty (“WPPT”). Why should one register for Copyright?  

• Copyright comes into existence as soon as a work is created and no formality is required to be completed for 

acquiring Copyright in India.  

• However, certificate of registration of Copyright and the entries made therein serve as a prima facie 

evidence in a court of law and therefore, would help in establishing authorship and also infringement.  

• In case the author or the owner decides not to register, the work should be properly dated and signed. This 

may be useful in case of engineering drawings.  

• Copyright owner has economic rights as well as moral rights.  

 

Is copyright registration mandatory?  

• No, it isn‟t but getting copyright registration is the best way to seek legal remedy as it serves as a prima 

facie evidence in a court of law, in case of any dispute arising out of copyright ownership issue.  

 

What is the difference between Copyright and Copyleft?  
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• Copyleft is like a license or an agreement for a user using the copyleft work, specifically for software.  

• As per the terms of copyleft, any person has right to freely use, distribute, modify software code but at the 

same time the user must donate the modified version of the software code under similar terms and condition 

to freely use, distribute and modify the modified version. This kind of software is called copyleft software.  

• Thus, Copyleft ensures:  

o Software available is royalty free  

o Source codes must be disclosed  

o Freedom to modify the software  

o Anybody redistributing the modified version will provide similar independence to others for freely 

using, redistributing, and making alteration in that software so that the whole community is benefited.  

• In case of copyleft, author (developer) cannot stop others from using, modifying and redistributing as per 

the conditions disclosed in the GPL license.  

 

Is there any Government agency being setup for improving enforcement measures against copyright 

piracy? 
• Yes, the Copyright Enforcement Advisory Council (CEAC) under Ministry of Human Resource 

Development has been constituted to seek advice from the creative copyright industries and top police 

officials of all States and Union Territories for improving enforcement measures to contain copyright piracy. 

Ministry/Office Administering the Copyrights  

• Registrar of Copyrights, Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion, Ministry of Commerce & Industry  

 

f) Semiconductor Integrated Circuits Layout-Design  

• The aim is to provide protection of Intellectual Property Right (IPR) in the area of Semiconductor Integrated 

Circuit Layout Designs and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. Ministry/Office 

Administering the Semiconductor Integrated Circuits Layout-Design Registry  

• Semiconductor Integrated Circuits Layout-Design Registry, Registrar of Copyrights, Department of 

Industrial Policy and Promotion, Ministry of Commerce & Industry g) The Protection of Plant Varieties and 

Farmers' Rights  

• The Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights Act, 2001 has been enacted in India to give effect to 

the 'Trade Related Aspects of the Intellectual Property Rights' of WTO, which India has ratified. 

 

D) Schemes, Policies, Initiatives, Awards and Social Issues  

4. Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive (PRASAD) (TH, pg 5)  

• Context: President Droupadi Murmu inaugurated the „PRASAD‟ project in the pilgrim town of Srisailam in 

Andhra Pradesh. Analysis  

• The „National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Heritage Augmentation Drive‟ (PRASAD) 

is a Central Sector Scheme with complete financial assistance by the Government of India.  

• The scheme has been launched in the year 2014-15 by the Ministry of Tourism.  

• The scheme is aimed at infrastructure development such as entry points (Road, Rail and Water Transport), 

last mile connectivity and basic tourism facilities at the pilgrimage sites.  

• It aims to integrate pilgrimage destinations to provide a complete religious tourism experience.  

o The growth of domestic tourism hugely depends on pilgrimage tourism.  

• National IPAC (Integrated Plan approval Committee) identifies pilgrimage sites across India and provides 

final approval for the Integrated Plans (IPs) for the pilgrimage destinations.  

o The projects identified under this scheme shall be implemented through the identified agencies (IA) by 

the respective State/ Union Territory Government. Do you know? Central Schemes  

• The central schemes are divided into central sector schemes and centrally sponsored schemes (CSS).  

 



 

www.prepupsc.com Page 7 
 

What is a Central Sector Scheme?  

• Central sector schemes are schemes with 100% funding by the Central government and implemented by the 

Central Government machinery.  

• The central sector schemes are formulated on subjects mainly from the Union List.  

• Besides, there are some other programmes that various Central Ministries implement directly in States and 

UTs which also come under Central Sector Schemes.  

• In these schemes, the financial resources are not shifted to states. What are Centrally Sponsored Schemes 

(CSS)?  

• CCS are schemes that are implemented by state governments but are largely funded by the Central 

Government with a defined State Government share.  

• Historically, CSS is the way through which central government helps states to run its Plans financially.  

• They are basically special purpose grants (or loans) extended by Central Government to states to encourage 

them to plan and implement programmes that help attain national goals and objectives.  

• CSS are basically extended by the Central Government to States under Article 282 of the Constitution.  

• It mainly covers items listed in states list. 

Mapping 

1. . 

 

  

Re-Visit your Notes before you go to bed today 

 Polity/Laxmikant:   
 Geography(Mapping): India (TN, Kerla, Andhra-Pradesh) 

 History (A&C): 

 S&T:  

 Environment: 
 Economy: 

Note: If you (aspirants) are aspiring for UPSC CSE 2024, It might be possible you haven‟t read a few(more) 

topics yet. Just do not worry, kindly leave this section. If few topics you already have read, try to recall only 

those topics. Good Luck
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